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Dear Students and Parents:  

Roanoke County teachers believe that students should develop a love of reading and assume the 
responsibility to pursue reading in order to become life-long learners. Therefore, we encourage our 
students to continue to read during the summer.  

All students who are enrolled in Advanced English classes in grades 6-12 are required to read at least 
two books during the summer. Below are the guidelines and the reading list for Advanced Placement 
/ Dual Enrollment English 12. We hope that students will use the list as a starting point and choose 
other selections to read during the summer. Reading is the single most important factor attributed to 
school success.  

As a student in this course, you are considered a college student and will thus be expected to read 
texts suited to the college reader. The summer reading selections are texts that require you to be 
both a critical and mature reader.  For required summer enrichment assignments, ALL LATE 
ASSIGNMENTS WILL RESULT IN A DEDUCTION OF 5 POINTS PER DAY. As a matter of academic 
integrity, students are expected to generate their own reflections and ideas; use of Sparknotes and 
other study aids is strictly prohibited.  All work is expected to be independent and original work.  
Assignments that reflect borrowed content from Sparknotes or other study aids will be subject to 
Roanoke County’s plagiarism policy; this may include receiving a “0” on the assignment.  

Students who enroll in Advanced Placement/ Dual Enrollment English 12 after summer reading 
assessment and instruction have occurred are still required to complete the assignments no later 
than the end of the 1st nine weeks.  Students enrolled in Roanoke County Schools who initiate a 
schedule change will be required to complete the original assignments.   

Please note that your responses will be graded on content (specific textual details and examples), 
organization, concise wording, and correct use of grammar conventions. 

 

REQUIRED READING  

How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Thomas C. Foster 

All students enrolled in AP/Dual Enrollment English 12 must read How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor by Thomas C. Foster. This book will give you insight on how teachers and professors figure 
out all that meaning about literature. It divides major concepts (symbol, archetype, allusion, pattern, 
etc.) up into small, easy-to-digest chapters and relates them to popular movies, TV, and literature as a 
means to introduce literary analysis. The writing assignment for this book is attached. It is worth 50-
points (10 points for each response). It is due the second day of class. Late assignments will have 5 
points deducted per day after the due date. The book is widely available in public libraries and 
bookstores and can also be accessed online. 
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Assignment for How to Read Literature Like a Professor: 
(Questions and writing prompts adapted from Donna Anglin) 

Please start this assignment as soon as possible. You must read this book and complete the requested prompts 
before the beginning of the school year. 

Directions: 

1. Please make sure to read the introduction. 

2. Respond to each prompt using MLA format (12-point Times New Roman or Calibri, double-spaced). This 
does not have to a formal essay. It needs to include responses that fully address each prompt. Each section 
should be AT LEAST a paragraph long (7-8 sentences). If your responses go longer than a paragraph to fully 
address the question, so be it! 

Chapter Title Writing Discussion/Prompts 

Every Trip Is a Quest 
(Except When It's Not) 

Consider the five aspects of a QUEST and then apply them to something you have read (or 
viewed). Use the list on p. 3-5 to structure your response. 

It's More Than Just Rain 
or Snow 

Discuss the importance of weather in a specific literary work, not in terms of plot. Again, your 
choice novel may be a good candidate for this chapter. 

More Than It's Gonna 
Hurt You 

Present examples of the two kinds of violence found in literature. Show how the effects are 
different. 

Is That a Symbol? Use the process described on page 106 to investigate a symbolic object in something you’ve 
read or watched. Be creative, but don’t go overboard. 

...And Rarely Just Illness Recall two characters that died of any kind of disease in a literary work. Consider how these 
deaths reflect the "principles governing the use of disease in literature" (215-217). Discuss the 
effectiveness of the death as related to plot, theme, or symbolism. 

 

FICTION 

In addition, all students enrolled in AP/Dual English 12 must read Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations, 
a “coming of age” (bildungsroman) novel.  This novel details the psychological and spiritual growth of 
the main character.  We will have class assignments on this novel starting on the FIRST day of class.  
Also, students will be required to write an in-class AP-style essay on this novel the second week of 
class (after we go over and practice the elements that need to be included in a literary analysis 
essay). The in-class writing will be worth 50 points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


